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Know an adoptive family who might want to join FCC-LI?
Why not forward them a copy?

Greetings,

As the Holiday Season approaches we'd like to take a few minutes to re-cap
some of our most recent events, remind you of some upcoming dates you won't
want to miss, and most importantly to invite you to look upon the new year as
an opportunity to help our adoptive community continue to grow, to learn, and
to celebrate the very special thing we all have in common - families built
through the sometimes grueling but always joyful - process of adoption, and of
course, our amazing children of Asian descent.

Our chapter has taken many steps to evolve and grow this past year and we are
proud of all we have been able to accomplish. It is our hope that you have
found our events meaningful opportunities to connect with other families,
celebrate your children's unique cultural beginnings, and in the process become
better equipped parents. We have lots of ideas for the upcoming year. As
members of this volunteer organization, we all have the opportunity to
contribute and help shape the future.

While we all share many things in common, each family is unique in its needs,
hopes and expectations. Some of us are still waiting, questioning, hoping;
others are celebrating their new arrivals and trying to find balance and
encourage healthy attachment; many are striving to build friendships and foster
cultural awareness, or address the needs of children with special needs or
medical issues; while our earliest founding members are now parents of teens
and pre-teens who are simply overwhelmed with the very regular, but very
daunting tasks of fitting in, the search for identity and simply surviving the onset
of adolescence and all its intrigue.

These differences and the various needs, concerns and goals are precisely why
we need input from a wide range of our membership community - (namely
YOU). Itis our hope that our technological advances such as our web site, our
e-mail service, our online photo albums and our Yahoo Discussion Groups,
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Spring FLING - FCC-LI
Tag sale to benefit
Orphanage Assistance

WE NEED YOU!

How can you help?

- Start collecting
gently used items to
donate for sale

- Volunteer to set up or
act as a collection site for
goods

- Volunteer to staff the
event

- Help us find a GREAT
location

- Join a committee to
help plan, promote and
prepare for this event.

FCC-LI

the perfect Charity for
Gift Giving,
Remembrances, or
Memorials

FCC-LI has a long
standing tradition of
supporting our children's
orphanages and giving
back to those who
remain in China's many
SWIs. You can help us
continue that tradition.

The next time you find
yourself making a
donation in memory of a
loved one, to celebrate a
joyful occasion,
anniversary, family day,
or a friend's new arrival
remember FCC-LI.

As a registered 501-3C
Non-Profit Organization
we are an excellent
choice for your charitable
giving. Simply mail your
donation and intentions
to:

FCC-LI - Charitable Giving
c/o Jayne Hirsch

594 Easton Street
Ronkonkoma, NY 11779

(We are currently seeking
artwork - something
culturally appropriate - to
use in a custom greeting
card we can have printed

combined with a varying array of events and locations will continue to provide
you and your family more and more ways to stay informed and involved in our
community.

The Changing Face of Waiting Families
submitted by: Lori Halop

Over the last year, asthetime from LID to referral has stretched out more
and more, so many of our Waiting Families have voiced the same feelings:
"did | join FCC too soon?", "Not knowing how long this is going to be, it gets
too hard seeing all the children”, "I don't know what it is| can get out of
coming to meetings."

It used to be, almost at every meeting, there would be a family who recently returned
with their child and would share their travel story with everyone. We cheered new
referrals and welcomed children home with what seemed to become regularity.
Slowly though, we welcomed families home every other meeting, then every so

often. Then it felt like the bottom dropped out. These days, a referral feels more like
a surprise than an expectation.

FCC-LI, over the last few years, has truly become a community rather than
just an organization. Along with group events and picnics, Waiting Families
meetings and Mom's Night Out has helped bring about a new level of support
and sharing of experiences. We embrace those who are newly involved in
the process and provide a place where we acknowledge and cel ebrate their
child as a part of their lives, regardless of whether or not they have brought
that child home yet. Taking the step and sending that dossier, that child isa
part of your family. We empathize with the difficulty of having to be
separated from that child for such along, long time. We know it's hard. We
know it feels endless. We know it is hard to hold on to something that feels
so far away and, at times, uncertain. We also know its time to help provide
those in our community who are going through this difficult time assistance
in helping them to better understand the long wait, the country their child was
born in and how to best prepare for that day their child comes home and the
days that follow.

At our last Waiting Families meeting, we discussed possible ideas for future
meetings and as specia events. Ideas for cooking nights (where we would
learn to cook some Chinese dishes), abook club, and specific discussion
meetings for topics such as preparing for specia needs children, adopting
older children and what happens when the jet lag wears off were suggested.
WEe're sure there are many great ideas out there and we'd like to make these
things happen. We need to know what you feel would be helpful,
interesting and fun. Please, let's not forget fun! Give usyour ideasand

suggestions. Our community isat its best when it workstogether.
E-mail your comments to: info@fccli.org
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for use as an
acknowledgement and

notification of your gift.
If you, or someone you
know would like to
submit your artwork for
consideration, please

contact us at info@fccli.
org.)

FCC-LI T-Shirts

Various sizes available.
For info, or to order
please contact Jayne
Hirsch
JayneH@fccli.org.

Go?

FCC-LI made the

following charitable
contributionsin as a
result of our

Chinese New Y ear
2007:

Meningocele surgery
$ 288.00 for

of Cleft bottles
$ 600.00 for Foster
Care - in Kaifeng

Boundaries

For more information

about Andrew and Lily -
our sponsored children,
please visit our website

on Charitable
Contributions

Dong Zhi O O

The Winter Solstice

$10 each (+ shipping)

Where Does the Money

$1,370.00 for Medical -

Nutrition - Two cases

through Love without

at www.fccli.org and click
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www.alsosknownas.org

AKA Adult Adoptee Discussion Panel
Submitted By: Kristen Hayes

"Your eyes are weird.", "You are so lucky your parents adopted you.", (And other
stupid things people might say to your kids.)

L earn what your child may experience asatransracial adoptee and what
you can do as a parent - Attend an Adoptee Panel!

On Sunday, November 11, FCC-LI| proudly hosted an adult-adoptee panel.
Five terrific Korean adoptees spent the afternoon speaking to parents, waiting
families and grandparents about their experiences of growing up asa
transracial adoptee. Their warmth, sense of humor and candor made us laugh
and cry. What a powerful, thought-provoking afternoon.

Our panelists, although from different areas and different walks of life, all
had one common thread - they were all adopted as infants or toddlers from
Koreaand grew up in Caucasian families and communities. Four of the five
panelists were young women, two of whom were married. Our wonderful
panelist and fellow FCC-LI family member, Travis Van Nostrand, was our
"male" representative of the group and was definitely a crowd favorite.

Questions were asked and each panelist was given a chance to speak about
their thoughts and experiences. Topics ranged from them first "knowing"
when they were adopted, the sense of culture their parents provided for them
(or didn't), what attending school was like for them, teasing and racism they
endured, the importance of their Korean names, dealing with stereotypes,
what their parents could have done (or shouldn't have!), dating and
relationships, and searching for birth parents.

The audience absolutely hung on every word. It was eye-opening to see how
each panelist and their different personalities dealt with adoption issues. It
was S0 interesting to hear the panelists talk about how their parents dealt with
adoption issues and how it affected them asyoung adults. It was
heartbreaking to see a beautiful young woman open her heart to us and fight
back tears because she couldn't tell her parents things that were happening to
her as a child - because they never asked. And it was heartwarming to know
that each and every adoptee, even after searching for birthparents - and some
having met them - still considered their adoptive parents to be THEIR
parents.

We had such positive feedback from our members who attended this event!
We are thrilled about that and will be planning another panel shortly. If you
were unable to attend this event, or chose not to, please reconsider for next
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Want to learn more about | time. Itreally isalife-changing event, and one you won't soon forget.
the origins, traditions,

and cuisine of the last E-mail your comments to: KristenH@fccli.org
Chinese Festival of the

lunar year, and how you

can celebrate it with your

family?

Find interesting links on
our website at

http://www.fccli.org/
DongZhi.html

Countdown to Beijing
Summer Olympic
Games

August 8 - 24, 2008

Learn More at the official
web site of the upcoming
Olympic Games in Beijing

249 DAYS to GO!

http://en.beijing2008.cn/

FCC-LI - YOUTH
GROUP Giving Back
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FCC-LI Chinese
School - Growing

Strong
Submitted By: Danielle
Gallagher

Now in its ninth year, the
FCC-LI Chinese School
program continues to grow
and evolve. This year our
program has grown to
include 43 children ranging
in age from 12 to 2 years
old - all from Nassau,
Suffolk and Queens.
Enrollment this year has
nearly doubled! We are
ery excited to see so many
new and enthusiastic faces,
and hope this growth spurt
is just the beginning of a
onderful trend.

Since classes began in
October our students have
had little time to adjust to
our new Brentwood
location. Always on the
move, and in search of

onderful opportunities - we
have already made the first
of our field trips into
Flushing, where we visited a
Shaolin Temple to observe
local Shaolin Kung Fu
students training. Following
our usual walking tour,
shopping in a true Asian
Market, and a delicious
lunch, we stopped for some
meditation and a brief
education at a Buddhist
Temple. Despite the
blustery wet weather, those

ho attended had a great
time.

More recently, our students
participated in a Chinese
Cultural Enrichment Program
at the Poppenhusen Institute
in College Point. Bother
parents and

children performed
traditional Chinese Songs
and Rhymes, as well as
Ribbon Dancing and Fan
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Dancing. Families who
participated then had the
opportunity to watch
performances from various
community groups
demonstrating various forms
of Tai-Chi, Chinese Opera,
Instrumental Performances,
and other forms of
traditional folk dancing.

Photos from our recent
events can be viewed at the
FCC-LI phanfare site: http://

ccli.phanfare.com/

Please direct comments,
questions or inquries
regarding our chapter's
Chinese School program to
school@fccli.org

SLIDE SHOW LINKS

2007 Halloween
Spooktacular

Poppenhusen Institute
Performance

Youth Group Cooking
Holiday Party 2006

Business Directory ???

Several of our members
have expressed an
interest in compling a
"yellow pages" or
business directory where
members of our local
chapter can advertise
their trade or
professional skills to
other members of our
community. We are able
to begin compiling a list
on our website for those
of you who are interested
in participating.

Please forward all
requests to be included

to info@fccli.org.

*** And remember - our
Program for the 2008
Chinese New Year
Celebration is the perfect
way to help our
fundraising efforts and
advertise your business
as well. ***
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