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Subject: Haven't Re-registered Yet? If you plan to, please reply.

q:.C- *3? Long Island

Families with Children ﬁ'ﬂm Chivia

If your family has not yet enrolled for the 2008-2009
Program Year and you plan to join us, we need to hear
from you a.s.a.p.

\We are in the final stages of planning our calendar,
and need to post it this week.

Without knowing who is returning, we cannot plan our
budget, our calendar, or any extra activities.

Please call Danielle @ 631-661-3492 or e-mail us at
heritageprogram@fccli.org if you would like to join us.

Hope to hear from you.

The FCC-LI Chinese Heritage and Language
Program invites you
to join in the fun.

Registrations due by Sept 2

Now Registering for the 2008-2009 Term
Signing up is easier than ever.
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contact Us Register online at www.fccny.org and pay by credit card (in full)
heritageprogram@fccli.org

Danielle Gallagher OR

631-587-8239 Print out our registration form and mail it in with

a $50 deposit

(Final balance due by Sept 2.)

$375*/ year for 1st Child About the Program
$ 319* /year each additional Since 1999, this group of dedicated adoptive families has gathered on Saturdays to help
(%15 off) encourage an appreciation of Chinese Language, Heritage and Dance and Culture for their
$ 325% / year - 1 hr adopted, (and biological) children.
Toddler Class
Final Balance of Tuition for all The program is unique in that is geared specifically for the needs of our community of families
students is due no later than - - families who do not speak Mandarin at home, nor have extensive knowledge of Chinese
Sept. 2nd, (Cost includes 1 or culture and language. Another distinctive feature exclusive to our meetings is that children
both parents. One parent is and their parents attend and participate together. As a result, our program fosters an
REQUIRED, both are environment that also functions as a support group for both parents and children alike.
welcome.)
Payments can be made by Language skills are quickly acquired through songs, dance and games, and then as children
credit card online at www. gain experience, we progress to character recognition, reading, and writing. Stroke order is
feeny.org soon understood through an innovative approach of cutting and piecing together characters; a

technique developed by our mentor, Ms. Man-Li Lin (which has since been implemented in
(fol!ow prompts o programs and schools across the US and in China .)
registration)

- OR-
by check made payable to
"FCCLI CH & LP" and
submitted by mail to:
FCCLI -CH & LP
c/o Tobi Scherpich, Treasurer
2270 Elm Ave.
Ronkonkoma, NY

11779

Our program also provides an exposure to many cultural elements as well. Among these are
Tai Chi, Shaolin Kung Fu and various styles of traditional dance. Our families are occasionally
exposed to a variety of Chinese foods, and traditions not often found on Long Island . We
encourage a positive connection to the Flushing Chinese-American Community and schedule
seasonal visits to the many cultural opportunities available in the area. In short, our program
provides a very unique and important opportunity for enrichment for our very unique and
important families.

We currently meet Saturdays at the Academy at St. Joseph's in Brentwood , NY . For more
information please read this year's registration form or e-mail questions to us at
Our Class Calendar heritageprogram@fccli.org.

We will be posting a calendar
of all scheduled classes next
week.

PRINT OUT REGISTRATION FORM _PDF File (requires Adobe)

PRINT OUT REGISTRATION FORM Word Format

VISIT US ONLINE
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To learn more about Academy of St. Joseph visit them online at www.asijli.org
The following article was published in Newsday on August 24, 2008

The complete article can be viewed at:
http://www.newsday.com/services/newspaper/printedition/sunday/lilife/ny-Ifmain5811011aug24,0,2433932.

story

BRENTWOOD'S WELL-KEPT SECRET

The struggling Acadeny of St. Joseph | ooks for ways to continue its
152-year m ssion
BY BART JONES | bart.jones@ewsday. com

August 24, 2008 Just a half-mle fromsone of Brentwood's gritty
nmoney-w ri ng shops, Latino bodegas and storefront churches, the
Acadeny of St. Joseph has the feel of an elite New Engl and prep
school .

Tucked behind pine trees off Brentwood Road, the only all-girls

hi gh school in Suffolk County rises mgjestically amd a grassy 211-
acre property whose |l ong, winding entrance is graced by dogwoods.
The four-story, European pal e-brick-style acadeny boasts tal

arches on each end and a red Spani sh-style roof, crowned by a

t oweri ng copper cupola holding a statue of St. Joseph

The i npressive architecture reflects the acadeny's rich history and
what for decades was its "finishing school" aspect. Boarders from
weal thy famlies in South America used to ride horses on the
grounds to hone their equestrian skills. Inside, they descended

W ndi ng staircases with plates on their heads to practice good
posture. Paradoxically, the acadeny al so took in orphans.

Adj acent to the school is an equally striking chapel with carved

al abaster wi ndows, marble floors and religious statues of wonen.
Connected to that is the expansive Mther House, headquarters for
the Sisters of St. Joseph of Brentwood - the | argest order of
sisters on Long Island.

Now t his hi dden gem - nmany people even in Brentwood are unaware of
its existence - is struggling to stay open. The order says
decl i ni ng nunbers of sisters and the need to pay grow ng nunbers of
| ay teachers sufficient salaries nake operating the schoo
increasingly difficult financially.

"We take it a year at a tine," said Sister Eileen Kelly, the
school's president. Cosing "is always a possibility. It's always a
guestion that the board is addressing” as it has been for a decade
or so.

She said the school - founded in Brooklyn in 1856 and operating in
Brentwood since 1903 - will remain open this academ c year. After
t hat, anything could happen. ldeally, she said, the sisters need a
$20-m I lion endowrent to keep it afloat into the near future, yet
t hey have raised only a small fraction of that - $300,000 in the
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| ast year, for instance.

The conpl ex also includes a coed K-8 elenentary school with 150
students. The school survives financially on fund-raising and
tuition, which this year will be $7,150 at the high school. The
school ' s annual operating budget is $2.3 mllion, although it
recei ves sonme donated servi ces.

No nore boardi ng students

The acadeny, with its towering buildings and O d Wrld at nosphere,
has a storied past. In addition to the daughters of affluent
famlies who sent them here from South Anerica and Asia decades
ago, it also has educated the offspring of some of Long Island' s
elites. They include the daughter of former Suffolk County
executive Robert Gaffney.

Decades ago, the acadeny al so was sonething of a sister school to
all-male LaSalle MIlitary Acadeny in Oakdal e, whose students served
as promdates for the St. Joseph girls. LaSalle closed in 2001.

The nunber of boarding students from overseas began to decline at
St. Joseph as the hone countries erected nore quality schools of
their own. By the |ate 1970s the boardi ng operation shut down, and
t he acadeny turned into a day school only. Rows of partitioned

sl eeping areas remain on a dusty fourth floor, |ike a woul d-be
nmuseum exhi bit.

Today, the acadeny's student body still includes the children of
doctors and | awers, as well as a small nunber of international
students who left their famlies behind in Korea.

But increasingly the school is drawi ng students fromless affluent,
mai nly black and Latino, famlies in Brentwood, Central Islip, Bay
Shore and Wandanch who want an alternative to public schools.

The transformation has created a diverse student body that is 28
percent bl ack, 20 percent Latino, 44 percent white and 8 percent
Asi an. Many students speak warmly of the school, saying the single-
gender atnosphere gives themthe freedomto be thensel ves and not
wor ry about i npressing boys.

"I wouldn't want to raise ny hand and ask a stupid question” in a
coed high school, said Megan Hami ||, 18, of Bayport, who graduated
in June and is headed to Juniata Coll ege in Pennsyl vani a.

Acadeni cally, the sisters contend, the school is holding its own.
Everyone in |l ast year's graduating class of 55 was accepted to
col l ege. They won $4.5 mllion in schol arshi ps, and were accepted
to institutions including Bryn Maw, the U S. Air Force Acadeny and
New Yor k University.

One graduate fromthe class of 2007, Yoke-Min Sung, now 19, won a
full scholarship to Harvard University and will be a sophonore this
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fall.

"We are thriving spiritually and educationally, but we are
struggling financially," Kelly said. "Catholic schools are closing
everywhere ... and without sone real intervention, | don't see how
we coul d survive."

A friend indeed

The acadeny's diversity and reputation as a place where speci al

rel ationships are forged is captured by the story of Eunjie Lee.
Two years ago she arrived from Korea and spoke "some English," she
recalls, "but nobody coul d understand ne." \Wen other students
asked her name, she would say, "Yes."

Early in the school year, one of the nuns asked in class if she had
any friends. The sophonore said she didn't.

Li za Copla, a Brentwood native who had attended the acadeny since
pre-K, decided to act. She told Lee to sit next to her.

Now, as they enter their senior year, the two girls remain best
friends. In May, Lee, who goes by "Angel a" at the school, was

el ected senior class president for the upcom ng school year. She
and Copla do nusical duets together, with Copla singing and Lee

pl ayi ng the pi ano.

Lee is part of a new program at the acadeny that has brought about
a dozen students directly from Korea to study and |ive here. The
program was started two years ago after a private Korean

organi zation | ooking for an all-girls school where its students
could learn English saw the St. Joseph Wb site.

Most of the students live in a house in Dix Hlls rented by the
Korean organi zati on and study during the day at St. Joseph. The
initiative is the |latest developnent in an institution that has
often had an international flavor - but which also had a hunbl e
begi nni ng.

After a request fromthe bishop of Brooklyn | ooking for help in
educating poor children in his diocese, two nuns noved there from
Phi | adel phia and one fromBuffalo. A week after they arrived in
1856, they opened the school in the sane buil ding where they |ived.
At night, they rolled out cots in the classroons to sl eep.

They | ater noved the school to Flushing, and by the turn of the
century the order bought the sprawling piece of |and in Brentwood.
At the tine, it was hone to the Austral Hotel used by wealthy
vacat i oners.

Construction on the school started in 1901. The adjacent chapel and
Mot her House were conpl eted by 1930.

For decades, the acadeny thrived. But the declining nunbers of
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sisters in the order - froma peak of about 2,000 in the 1960s to
700 today - is naking it harder to keep afl oat.

Si sters once nade up the entire staff. Now, they account for only
18 of the 60 full- and part-tine workers, acadeny president Kelly
said. The rest are lay people, many with famlies to support.

Need for nore |ay teachers

The situation is unlikely to reverse itself. The nedi an age of
sisters in the order is 73. Just one novice has entered in the past
five years, said Sister Jean Anore, the head of the congregation

The acadeny nust struggle for its share of the order's financia
resources, which are devoted to a variety of mnistries ranging
fromlawers who work with immgrants to m ssionaries who |abor in
Brazil and the Dom ni can Republi c.

The school is trying various tactics to raise noney to keep itself
af l oat. The sisters sponsor a fundraising golf outing each year
and have started consulting marketing experts on how to raise far
nor e.

The acadeny's el ementary school is getting assistance fromthe
Tonorrow s Hope Foundation, a private group that dispenses

schol arshi ps of up to $2,000 a year to students in Catholic

el enmentary schools to help offset tuition costs. But the program
does not extend to high schools.

Even as the acadeny brainstorns its financial future, the sisters
who lead it are philosophical. They feel they and their order have
done good work - and God's work - for nore than a century and half,
and that is an acconplishnent regardl ess of the acadeny's fate.

Anore said the congregation's goal "isn't to maintain ourselves or
even survive. Qur purpose is to live inthe tine we are in as fully
as we can and as faithfully as we can.”

Meanwhi | e, the acadeny, poised to start its 153rd year, remains a
power ful influence on the generations of wonen who passed through
its halls.

One recent aluma, Rachel Ferrara, 19, of North Babylon, strolled
t hose wi de hallways last May for a return visit - her second of the
year .

"I mss it," said Ferrara, now a sophonore at Farm ngdale State
Col | ege. "This school is like no other school. It's an easy place
to | ove."
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